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Title: Open-Space Land Known As Oadby Grange County Park

Author: Anne Court (Director of Services and Monitoring Officer)

1. Introduction

1.1. On 22 July 2014 this committee resolved to adopt the entire site known as Oadby 
Grange Country Park. This was instead of following the terms of the planning 
obligation agreement for development of land now known as Pipistrelle Way/The 
Pastures, Oadby, that the Council enter into a 125 year lease for only the “walk-
around” of the site only. Since that time, the legal process for adopting the site has 
been well underway but not yet completed.   In addition, officers have been 
considering the plans and costings for the future management of the site, this raised 
concerns on the financial viability and resource availability of adopting the entire site. 
This report with the attached appendices sets out an assessment of the viability of the 
options. 

2. Recommendations

That Members either :

2.1. Resolve to continue with the purchase of the entire site at the agreed value of 
£235,000 with a commuted sum of £173,395 for ongoing maintenance

OR

2.2. Delegate to the Director of Services and Chief Financial Officer in consultation with the 
Chair of this Committee, to enter into re-negotiations with the landowner’s agents.

3. Information

3.1. At the Place Shaping Working Group on 12 February 2015, a verbal update was given 
on the latest position regarding Oadby Grange Country Park. This highlighted the 
concerns as officers were later drawing up management plans, as to the financial 
viability of the Council managing the site. Members agreed that Officers needed to do 
further work and to report back to a future meeting of Policy, Finance and 
Development Committee.

3.2. The report of Andrew Granger & Co Ltd, an independent land agent, is attached as an 
Appendix to this report and Benjamin Whitaker of Andrew Granger’s will be attending 
the meeting.  The attached report concludes in their opinion the Council should not 
pursue the purchase of the whole site as it would be too costly.

3.3. The agents for the landowner have been advised that the adoption of the entire site 
has been put on hold pending a further report to this committee. On behalf of their 
client, they have requested that members are made aware of their surprise and  
concerns that this is being raised at such a late stage.  In particular this is in relation to 



the financial implications, which in summary they have raised the considerable amount 
of money their client has spent in legal costs, the loss of income from not renting out 
the pasture fields in anticipation of the sale going ahead, the financial implications of 
revisiting the sum of £408,000 and lost opportunities for investment, in anticipation of 
the sale going ahead.

Background Documents:-

Reports to Policy, Finance and Development Committee 
of 22 July 2014 and 24 March 2015

Email:  anne.court1@oadby-wigston.gov.uk  Tel:  (0116) 257 2602

Implications
Financial [MHo] Additional costs would have to be met from Reserves.
Legal [AC] As a contract has not been signed, negotiations can continue.
Risk [AC] CR5 - Effective utilisation of assets/buildings.
Equalities [AC] No significant implications.


